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This map, completed in July 2026, grows 
out of A People’s Guide to Greater Boston 
(University of California Press, 2020) by Joseph 
Nevins, Suren Moodliar, and Eleni Macrakis.
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People’s Power 
Over the decades, Chinatown’s people 
have exercised power in various 
ways as they have fought to establish 
themselves and remain in place.

Traditional family, clan, or village 
associations were the first groups to 
provide protection and social services, 
mediate disputes, and advocate with 
outside authorities during the early 
decades when anti-Chinese hostility 
prevailed. They gradually united under 
the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent 
Association (CCBA) (1), originally 
established in Boston near the end of 
the 1800s and incorporated in 1923, 
its first office at 14 Oxford Street.

In the context of the Civil Rights 
Movement and the Great Society, 
social service agencies such as the 
Asian American Civic Association (2), 
87 Tyler St, and advocacy-oriented 
groups, like the Boston Chinatown 
Neighborhood Center (3), 38 Ash 
Street, emerged.	

Beginning in the 1970s, community 
members influenced by movements 
associated with the Vietnam War, Black 
Power, and college campuses brought 
new grassroots organizing techniques 
to Chinatown. They formed groups like 
the Chinese Progressive Association 
(CPA) (4) and the Asian American 
Resource Workshop (5), both of which 
operated out of a reclaimed garment 
factory at 27 Beach Street.

Key struggles revolved around the 
Boston Public Schools’ desegregation 
in the mid-1970s, and a police 
brutality incident a decade later. 
Organizing to support workers was 
constant. Also frequent were housing 
and tenants’ rights campaigns, and 
fights against Tufts-NEMC’s expansion 
and high-end development.

To address housing and business 
stabilization, community development 
organizations emerged. They include 
the Chinese Economic Development 
Council (6), 65 Harrison Avenue, Asian 
Community Development Corporation 
(7), 38 Oak Street, and, most recently, 
the Chinatown Community Land Trust 
(8), 28 Ash Street.

N

Parcel C Protest, 1990s

Oxford Street 
Bulletin Board
From the early 1900s to the 
early 1970s, the bulletin 
board at Oxford and Beach 
Streets was a key means 
to communicate Chinese-
language information 
about employment, legal 
assistance, local and 
international news, and 
political matters.

East Berkeley Street, between Shawmut and Tremont Avenues
Berkeley Community Garden

Chinese residents who engaged in guerilla gardening on 
an empty, half-block lot in the South End first established 
the garden in the mid-1970s. Today, it is comprised of 
140 gardeners, many of them Chinese. The Trustees of 
Reservations holds the BCG in perpetual trust.


